Dear Church Leader,

Did you know that most abortions are unwanted or coerced? Did you know that surveys show people want their pastors to speak out (compassionately) about abortion? Did you know that there is a unifying way to address the abortion issue?

“Pre-abortion” issues: unwanted abortions are common

Most people are not aware that most abortions are unwanted or coerced, or that forced abortions happen in America and elsewhere. They are cruel, yet common. Research on American women who have had abortions found that most were pressured by others. Over half felt rushed or uncertain, yet nearly 80 percent were not told about alternatives and nearly 70 percent received no counseling at all!1 

Coercion can range from escalating personal pressure to deceptive, negligent or sales-driven counseling to violence. (Homicide is the leading cause of death among pregnant women.2)

Tragically, most women said they would have continued their pregnancies if they were offered resources or support from those around them.3

“Post-abortion” issues: trauma and heartbreak

Not surprisingly, post-abortion issues are equally tragic and can range from physical and emotional scars to trauma and suicide. This is especially true for those who had unwanted abortions or for teens ill-equipped to handle coercive tactics or post-abortion grief. Post-abortion heartbreak often involves not only grief over the loss of a child, but also feelings of being stigmatized, feelings of guilt, shame and regret, or fear of snap judgments or blanket condemnation.


Many in your congregation are at risk or already affected   

Women and girls in your church and community may be at risk of abortions, especially unwanted and coerced abortions. Some may be in violent relationships or face potential violence if they resist abortion. Many men have also experienced expert coercion or have been denied any say in the decision.

Women and men in your church and community have also been directly or indirectly involved in or closely affected by a past abortion. Many are hurting or feel alone in their pain. Some may be suffering from trauma-related problems such as depression, substance abuse or suicidal thoughts. (Suicide rates are six times higher among women who abortion compared to women who continue the pregnancy.4) Abortion-related suicides can involve or affect men, too.

This fallout can seriously affect their families as well, leading to broken or abusive relationships, divorce, parenting problems and other destructive issues.

A compassionate, Pro-Woman, Pro-Life and Pro-Family answer

Acknowledging unwanted or coerced abortions is a good start. It’s a compassionate way to begin addressing abortion and related issues from the pulpit. 

In addition to sharing this evidence, you may also want to challenge your congregation to help find real alternatives and practical, emotional and spiritual help for those facing unexpected pregnancies or already directly or indirectly affected by abortion. 

The Church Awareness Project offers helpful resources for you

Churches and places of worship are at the forefront of these efforts. The Church Awareness Project is a new online project to help:


· Encourage pastors to preach about these issues.

· Educate churches and other places of worship.

· Raise awareness among congregations and the greater community, and

· Offer support to those in need.

Educational materials, free resources, email updates and special awareness events to mobilize churches will be available. (See web link below for downloadable materials.)


Talk about these issues and offer help, hope and healing

Please learn more about these issues and speak out about them.

The Elliot Institute, sponsor of the Church Awareness Project, has assembled a compassionate, evidence-based Church Leader’s Kit. It has free materials to help educate you, fellow church leaders, and others in your faith community. These materials include:

· The Jericho Plan: Breaking Down the Walls That Prevent Post-Abortion Healing. This guide for pastors and religious leaders teaches a way to teach on abortion that is unifying, truthful and compassionate. It includes important background information, sermon starters, and ideas for helping foster a supportive and healing atmosphere in your church.

· Portraits of Coercion Brochure. Updated facts about unwanted, coerced and forced abortions in America and poignant excerpts from women who’ve been there. Copy it and share it with others in your church. 

· Forced Abortion in America Flyer. An overview of the forced abortion issue, with supporting information and evidence. (For more anecdotes to share, see Forced Abortion in America special report and other downloadable resources at:  http://www.theunchoice.com/forcedabortion.htm
· Personal Stories from Those Who Have Been There. Stories from women, men and teens talking about their experiences with abortion, and how they found healing.

If you have not already received the Church Leader’s Kit, simply sign up to be a part of the Church Awareness Project. You will receive free educational materials, resources and information on how to take part in special awareness events and more. You can join by signing up online at http://www.afterabortion.org/churchawarenessproject/join.htm.

May God bless you for your attention to these urgent concerns.






_____________________________________________________________________________________
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