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Sample Letters to the Editor

Note: these letters should be used as guides to writing only. Helpful tips on letter-writing for publication are listed at the end of these samples.

1.  Most Abortions Are Unwanted or Coerced, with Serious Aftereffects. Abortion Puts Women at Risk,  but Help and Healing Are Available, Before or After Abortion
Dear Editor,
Research published in major peer-reviewed medical journals indicates more than 60 percent of abortions in America involve coercion. It is no surprise that women are significantly more likely to suffer from clinical depression and other aftereffects. One study found that 65 percent suffered symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder, which they attributed to their abortions. They also have a higher risk of death from accidents, violence, natural causes, and suicide. (See www.TheUnChoice.com for summaries of published research.)

Other studies indicate that women who abort are nearly 4 times more likely to die in the following years than are those who give birth. This is not about “choice,” nor is abortion “safe.”

An unwanted, deceptively or negligently informed, traumatic and deadly choice is not a choice by authentic standards. Women have a right to freedom from unwanted abortions and other pregnancy- and abortion-related abuses that put the rights and lives of both the unborn and mothers at risk. Those needing help before or after abortion can find resources at (local information) or go to www.TheUnChoice.com
2.  Privately-Funded Studies Expose Abortion’s Abuses and Risks the Government Doesn’t Research  
Dear Editor,
Most abortions are unwanted or coerced; many forced.  “Choice” rhetoric overlooks this evidence plus post-abortion harm, heartbreak and higher maternal death rates.

As far back as 1987, then-Surgeon General C. Everett Koop called for a government-funded study to assess abortion’s physical and psychological impact. Congress refused to authorize such a study. 

To date, no major government study has ever been done on abortion’s impact, yet privately-funded studies published in major medical journals indicate that most abortions are unwanted or coerced and abortion causes trauma, deaths, reproductive damage and other psychological and physical injury and illness. (See www.TheUnChoice.com for current research.)


Research published in a major peer-reviewed journal found that, among American women who had abortions, most felt rushed, yet 67 percent received no counseling and 79 percent were not informed about alternatives. 84 percent felt they did not receive adequate counseling before abortion. Americans have a right to be fully informed about unwanted abortions and other risks and aftereffects. Abortion endangers the fundamental rights and lives of both the unborn and women. 

3.  Women Are Coerced or Forced into Unwanted Abortions. Abortion Is Not About Free, Fair or Fully Informed Choice.
Dear Editor,
Most abortions are unwanted or coerced; many are forced. Each year, more than a million American women undergo abortions.  Research published in peer-reviewed medical journals indicates that more than 60 percent of abortions involve coercion. Studies show that most women undergoing abortion feel rushed, uncertain and pressured by others. Coercion may involve partners, parents and family, or authorities, health officials, gatekeepers and guides. Pressure often comes from all sides and can escalate to violence. Women have been fired, beaten, blackmailed or even killed for resisting. 

Most women don’t want abortions. Those who have abortions often do so based on inaccurate or inadequate information, non-support, and intense pressure, which can escalate to violence. (See “Forced Abortion in America” at http://www.theunchoice.com/resources.htm)  


Women deserve authentic support, positive choices and accurate information about available alternatives. All Americans need to know about the trauma to women and other heartbreak and risks, including a nearly 4 times higher risk of dying in the years ahead compared to women who gave birth.

4.  Unwanted Abortions Are Common. Women Deserve Real Choices, Not the Illusion of Choice.

Dear Editor,
A Former abortion clinic security guard testified at a legislative hearing that anti-abortion protestors were not a major threat to women. Instead, he said, those most likely to be aggressive were the partners who took them to the. 

Many women have even been killed for refusing unwanted abortions.  Ohioan Cassandra Betts was shot in the head by her boyfriend in 2000. Arkansas teen Stephanie Burnett was beaten to death by her boyfriend in April 2002. A California man admitted to shooting his wife when she was just one week from her delivery date. 

Studies show that most women feel forced to have abortions they don’t really want. Research published in a major peer-reviewed medical journal indicates that 64 percent felt pressured into abortion.  Most felt rushed or uncertain and 84 percent were not fully informed. (Learn more atwww.TheUnChoice.com .) Women deserve real choices, not the illusion of choice.


Tips on writing letters to the editor

· The “Letters to the Editor” is often a newspaper’s most-read page. It is a well-attended public forum in both print and online publications. Your letter can help educate the “fence-sitters” and challenge leaders by informing them about new studies documenting the abuse of unwanted abortions and other risks that endanger the rights and lives of both the unborn and women.    

· Watch for timely stories. If your newspaper, online news forums, blogs or other web sties publish anything about abortion, respond by commenting on it and adding a fact or two. Refer readers to www.afterabortion.orgwww.TheUnChoice.com

 for more information on coerced and unwanted abortions, including forced abortion in America facts, flyers and anecdotes. More extensive information about research on the impact of abortion can be found on The Elliot Institute’s primary site at  (this site also hosts the Church Awareness Project blog, sponsored by the Elliot Institute.)

· Consider email for expediency. If it’s faster and more convenient, send an email — the address and instructions are usually printed at the bottom of the “Letters” page.
· Influence legislators. Lawmakers read letters to the editor to gauge what people are thinking. They monitor the content and number of letters on a particular issue. One letter represents hundreds of other who feel the same but don’t bother to write.
· Organize a letter-writing campaign. Your group can send a few letters each month, or as current issues arise.

· Use the sample letters as a guide, adding your own wording and insights. Use news, information, fact sheets and other resources from www.afterabortion.org or www.TheUnChoice.com

.      
· If your church or ministry is holding a special event or other activities during Coerced Abortion Awareness Week, mention this in your letter and invite people to attend. Be sure to include the date, time and location, and any other relevant information.
· Quote or reference local leaders, experts, advocates or other contacts if possible. You may want to call or write a local individual in a related ministry or outreach. (Do not use individual quotes or names without clear written or recorded permission.)

Church Awareness Project   •   Elliot Institute   •   www.afterabortion.org/churchawarenessproject.html  

